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1
AUTOMATIC IN-SITU REGISTRATION AND
CALIBRATION OF ROBOTIC
ARM/SENSOR/WORKSPACE SYSTEM

BACKGROUND

Manipulation of objects can be a function ofa wide class of
robotic systems (e.g., manipulation systems). For instance, a
typical closed-loop manipulation system can include at least
one optical sensor (e.g., depth sensor) that perceives and
interprets real-world scenes and a physical manipulator (e.g.,
actuator, robotic arm, etc.) that can reach into the scenes and
effect change (e.g., pick up and move a physical object). An
ability to perform useful tasks with a physical object can
depend on the ability of the robotic arm to manipulate the
object with sufficient accuracy for the task. The accuracy can
depend on a mapping between a coordinate system of the
depth sensor and a coordinate system of the robotic arm. For
instance, a mapping can be created between coordinates
extracted from a depth image generated by a depth sensor and
Cartesian positions of a robotic arm in a workspace. Such
mapping between coordinate systems can also be referred to
as registration. Precise and accurate mapping between depth
sensors and robotic arms is a long-standing challenge in
robotics and is relevant for substantially any robotic system
that has one or more depth sensors. Errors in the mapping can
result in inaccuracies of the overall manipulation system.

Several independent sources of registration errors can each
contribute to overall system inaccuracy. In a typical naive
setup, a Cartesian coordinate system oftentimes is chosen to
represent the real world, and coordinates of the robotic arm
and the depth sensor in that system are determined by mea-
surements. A linear function (e.g., commonly represented as
a transformation matrix) can then transform coordinates of
objects as seen by the depth sensor to coordinates of the world
(or coordinates of the robotic arm). Such a typical model can
have a number of potential error sources. According to an
example, errors can result from measuring exact placement of
the depth sensor and the robotic arm in a common coordinate
frame, which can be difficult at best. Further, the overall
system may be prone to falling out of calibration due to
mechanical movement of parts within the system. According
to another example, while coordinate origins may be deter-
mined automatically, linear mapping between reference
frames of the robotic arm, the depth sensor, and the world
oftentimes can be incorrect. For instance, a depth sensor may
have a bias that varies non-linearly with distance or across
sensor areas. According to yet another example, a robotic arm
can have less than ideal ability to achieve exact placement of
an end effector of such robotic arm at a desired Cartesian
coordinate. Further, depth sensors or robotic arms, even those
from the same vendor, may have slightly different biases,
which can further complicate typical approaches for registra-
tion.

SUMMARY

Described herein are various technologies that pertain to
automatic in-situ calibration and registration of a depth sen-
sor and a robotic arm, where the depth sensor and the robotic
arm operate in a workspace. The robotic arm can include an
end effector. A non-parametric technique for registration
between the depth sensor and the robotic arm can be imple-
mented. The registration technique can utilize a sparse sam-
pling of the workspace (e.g., collected during calibration or
recalibration). A point cloud can be formed over calibration
points and interpolation can be performed within the point
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cloud to map coordinates in a sensor coordinate frame to
coordinates in an arm coordinate frame. Such technique can
automatically incorporate intrinsic sensor parameters into
transformations between the depth sensor and the robotic
arm. Accordingly, an explicit model of intrinsics or biases of
the depth sensor need not be utilized.

In accordance with various embodiments, the depth sensor
and the robotic arm can be controlled (e.g., during registra-
tion, by a control system, etc.). For instance, an input point
from the depth sensor can be received. The input point can
include coordinates indicative of a location in a sensor coor-
dinate frame, where the location is in the workspace. Sensor
calibration points within proximity of the input point can be
identified. A sensor calibration point can include first coordi-
nates of the end effector in the sensor coordinate frame, where
the first coordinates are previously collected during calibra-
tion (e.g., recalibration) with the end effector at a given posi-
tion within the workspace. Moreover, arm calibration points
that respectively correspond to the sensor calibration points
can be identified. An arm calibration point that corresponds to
the sensor calibration point can include second coordinates of
the end effector in an arm coordinate frame, where the second
coordinates are previously collected during the calibration
(e.g., recalibration) with the end effector at the given position
within the workspace. Further, a processor can be employed
to compute an estimated point that maps to the input point.
The estimated point can include coordinates indicative of the
location in the arm coordinate frame. The estimated point can
be computed based upon the sensor calibration points and the
arm calibration points as identified. According to various
embodiments, it is contemplated that the techniques
described herein can similarly enable computing an estimated
point, which includes coordinates in the sensor coordinate
frame, that maps to an input point, which includes coordi-
nates in the arm coordinate frame.

In accordance with various embodiments, calibration (e.g.,
recalibration) of the depth sensor and the robotic arm can be
performed. During calibration (e.g., recalibration), the end
effector can be caused to non-continuously traverse through
the workspace based upon a pattern, where the end effector is
stopped at positions within the workspace according to the
pattern. At each position from the positions within the work-
space at which the end effector is stopped, a sensor calibration
point for the position of the end effector within the workspace
detected by the depth sensor can be collected and an arm
calibration point for the position of the end effector within the
workspace detected by the robotic arm can be collected. The
depth sensor and the robotic arm can be recalibrated, for
instance, responsive to movement of the depth sensor in the
workspace, movement of the robotic arm in the workspace, a
temperature change in the workspace that exceeds a threshold
temperature value, a mapping error detected that exceeds a
threshold error value, or the like.

The above summary presents a simplified summary in
order to provide a basic understanding of some aspects of the
systems and/or methods discussed herein. This summary is
not an extensive overview of the systems and/or methods
discussed herein. It is not intended to identify key/critical
elements or to delineate the scope of such systems and/or
methods. Its sole purpose is to present some concepts in a
simplified form as a prelude to the more detailed description
that is presented later.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a functional block diagram of an exem-
plary system that that controls a depth sensor and a robotic
arm that operate in a workspace.
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FIG. 2 illustrates an example of the workspace of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary pattern used for calibration
(e.g., recalibration) that specifies positions within the work-
space of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 illustrates a functional block diagram of an exem-
plary system that includes a control system that controls the
depth sensor and the robotic arm during calibration and reg-
istration.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example of tetrahedrons that can be
formed using Delaunay triangulation on sensor calibration
points in the workspace.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example where a preset number of
sensor calibration points nearest to an input point are identi-
fied and used to form tetrahedrons that include the input point.

FIG. 7 illustrates a functional block diagram of another
exemplary system that includes the control system that con-
trols the depth sensor and the robotic arm during calibration
and registration.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram that illustrates an exemplary
methodology of controlling a depth sensor and a robotic arm
that operate in the workspace.

FIG. 9 is a flow diagram that illustrates an exemplary
methodology of controlling the depth sensor and the robotic
arm that operate in the workspace.

FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary computing device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various technologies pertaining to automatic in-situ cali-
bration and registration of a depth sensor and a robotic arm,
where the depth sensor and the robotic arm operate in a
workspace, are now described with reference to the drawings,
wherein like reference numerals are used to refer to like
elements throughout. In the following description, for pur-
poses of explanation, numerous specific details are set forth in
order to provide a thorough understanding of one or more
aspects. It may be evident, however, that such aspect(s) may
be practiced without these specific details. In other instances,
well-known structures and devices are shown in block dia-
gram form in order to facilitate describing one or more
aspects. Further, it is to be understood that functionality that
is described as being carried out by certain system compo-
nents may be performed by multiple components. Similarly,
for instance, a component may be configured to perform
functionality that is described as being carried out by multiple
components.

Moreover, the term “or” is intended to mean an inclusive
“or” rather than an exclusive “or.” That is, unless specified
otherwise, or clear from the context, the phrase “X employs A
or B” is intended to mean any of the natural inclusive permu-
tations. That is, the phrase “X employs A or B” is satisfied by
any of the following instances: X employs A; X employs B; or
X employs both A and B. In addition, the articles “a” and “an”
as used in this application and the appended claims should
generally be construed to mean “one or more” unless speci-
fied otherwise or clear from the context to be directed to a
singular form.

As set forth herein, a non-parametric technique for regis-
tration between a depth sensor and a robotic arm can be
implemented. The registration technique can utilize a sparse
sampling of a workspace (e.g., with a marker placed onanend
effector of the robotic arm). A point cloud can be formed over
calibration points and interpolation can be performed within
the point cloud to map coordinates in a sensor coordinate
frame to coordinates in an arm coordinate frame. Such tech-
niques can automatically incorporate intrinsic sensor param-
eters into transformations between the depth sensor and the
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robotic arm. Accordingly, an explicit model of intrinsics or
biases of the depth sensor need not be utilized. A result of the
registration described herein can be used to generate reaching
motions with the robotic arm towards targets sensed by the
depth sensor. For instance, the Euclidean error in the resulting
transformation from coordinates of the depth sensor to coor-
dinates of the robotic arm can be on the order of sub-milli-
meters or millimeters; however, the claimed subject matter is
not so limited.

Techniques set forth herein can automatically generate a
coordinate frame transformation function for mapping coor-
dinates between a sensor coordinate frame and an arm coor-
dinate frame. The transformation function can be anon-linear
function that can account for non-linear characteristics of the
depth sensor and/or the robotic arm. For instance, the trans-
formation function can be a closed form function, a collection
of closed form functions, described using a lookup table or a
neural net, or the like.

Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 illustrates a system
100 that controls a depth sensor 102 and a robotic arm 104
that operate in a workspace 106. The robotic arm 104 can
include an end effector. Moreover, the system 100 includes a
control system 108. The control system 108 can control the
depth sensor 102 and the robotic arm 104; more particularly,
the control system 108 can automatically control in-situ cali-
bration and registration of the depth sensor 102 and the
robotic arm 104 in the workspace 106.

The control system 108 can create a mapping between
coordinates extracted from a depth image generated by the
depth sensor 102 and a corresponding Cartesian position of
the robotic arm 104 (e.g., a position of the end effector of the
robotic arm 104) in the workspace 106. Coordinates extracted
from a depth image generated by the depth sensor 102 can be
referred to herein as coordinates in a sensor coordinate frame
(e.g., sensor coordinates in the sensor coordinate frame).
Moreover, a Cartesian position of the robotic arm 104 in the
workspace 106 can be referred to herein as coordinates in an
arm coordinate frame (e.g., arm coordinates in the arm coor-
dinate frame).

The control system 108 can compute a transformation
between sensor coordinates in the sensor coordinate frame
from the depth sensor 102 and arm coordinates in an arm
coordinate frame from the robotic arm 104, while simulta-
neously compensating for distortions in a depth field of the
depth sensor 102. The transformation of coordinates in the
sensor coordinate frame to coordinates in the arm coordinate
frame allows for generation of Cartesian position goals for the
robotic arm 104 to perform a reaching motion towards a target
identified in the depth image by the depth sensor 102. More-
over, it is contemplated that coordinates in the arm coordinate
frame can be transformed to coordinates in the sensor coor-
dinate frame by the control system 108. Thus, the control
system 108 simultaneously calibrates the depth sensor 102
(e.g., compensates for distortions in the depth field) and com-
putes the transformation between sensor coordinates from the
depth sensor 102 and arm coordinates from the robotic arm
104. Such simultaneous calibration and computation of the
transformation enables accurate coordination between the
depth sensor 102 and the robotic arm 104 when performing
subsequent tasks.

Pursuant to various embodiments, the control system 108
can transmit data to and receive data from the depth sensor
102 and the robotic arm 104 over a network (or networks). For
example, the depth sensor 102, the robotic arm 104, and the
control system 108 can each be connected to a local network
(over which data can be transmitted). According to another
example, it is contemplated that the control system 108 can be
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executed by one or more processors of one or more server
computing devices (e.g., one or more datacenters can include
the control system 108, etc.). In accordance with yet another
example, it is to be appreciated that the control system 108
can be part of the depth sensor 102 and/or the robotic arm 104.

The control system 108 can enable automatic discovery of
a coordinate transformation function that compensates for
non-linear biases of the depth sensor 102 and the robotic arm
104. Such coordinate transformation function can be discov-
ered by the control system 108 without separate pre-calibra-
tion of the depth sensor 102. The coordinate transformation
function can account for non-linear biases of the robotic arm
104 (e.g., characteristics of the robotic arm 104 can change
over time, when an end effector is placed at differing locations
in the workspace 106 due to mechanical deformation of the
robotic arm 104, etc.).

The depth sensor 102 can be substantially any type of depth
sensor. For example, the depth sensor 102 can be a structured
light three-dimensional (3D) scanner, a time-of-flight scan-
ner, a modulated light 3D scanner, or the like.

According to an example, if a scene captured by the depth
sensor 102 (e.g., a time-of-flight scanner) lacks highly infra-
red (IR) reflective, shiny, or absorbent surfaces, then mean
depth readings at a particular pixel provided by the depth
sensor 102 can be stable in time, displaying small variance.
Thus, depth readings from the depth sensor 102 can be stable
over a number of readings and can have a high degree of
precision over much of the scene, provided sampling occurs
over enough frames. By way of another example, a systematic
distortion of the depth field may be present for the depth
sensor 102. The low-frequency bias patterns can reach several
centimeters at sides of the depth image and several millime-
ters in the middle of the depth image. Biases and placement
errors are commonly repeatable for a given device, and thus,
can potentially be minimized with a non-uniform mapping
function. The distortion can change shape at different dis-
tances, which suggests a relatively complex non-linear bias
model. The control system 108 can account for the distortion
to achieve millimeter or sub-millimeter levels of accuracy.
Rather than trying to separately model the distortion, the
control system 108 automatically compensates for the distor-
tion during a transformation of coordinates between the sen-
sor coordinate frame and the arm coordinate frame.

The control system 108 can include a data repository 110.
The data repository 110 can include sensor calibration points
112 and arm calibration points 114. The sensor calibration
points 112 can include a sensor calibration point 1, . . . , and
a sensor calibration point n, where n can be substantially any
integer. Moreover, the arm calibration points 114 can include
an arm calibration point 1, . . ., and an arm calibration point
n. The arm calibration points 114 respectively correspond to
the sensor calibration points 112. As described in greater
detail below, the control system 108 can include a calibration
component 122 that can collect and store (e.g., in the data
repository 110) the sensor calibration points 112 and the arm
calibration points 114.

A sensor calibration point (e.g., from the sensor calibration
points 112) includes first coordinates of the end effector of the
robotic arm 104 in the sensor coordinate frame. The first
coordinates are previously collected (e.g., by the calibration
component 122) during calibration with the end effector at a
given position within the workspace 106. Moreover, an arm
calibration point (e.g., from the arm calibration points 114)
that corresponds to the sensor calibration point includes sec-
ond coordinates of the end effector of the robotic arm 104 in
the arm coordinate frame. The second coordinates are previ-
ously collected during the calibration (e.g., by the calibration
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component 122) with the end effector at the given position
within the workspace 106. Thus, the sensor calibration points
112 and the corresponding arm calibration points 114 are
collected for a plurality of positions throughout the work-
space 106. A number and placement of the positions through-
out the workspace 106 can be predetermined (e.g., based
upon a pre-determined placement grid) or actively identified
(e.g., based upon where a larger mapping error is measured or
expected).

The control system 108 can include an interface compo-
nent 116. The interface component 116, for example, can
receive an input point from the depth sensor 102. The input
point can include coordinates indicative of a location in the
sensor coordinate frame, where the location is in the work-
space 106. Continued reference is made below to the example
where the interface component 116 receives the input point
from the depth sensor 102, and such input point is mapped to
an estimated point in the arm coordinate frame. However, it is
contemplated that the interface component 116 can addition-
ally or alternatively receive an input point from the robotic
arm 104. Accordingly, the input point from the robotic arm
104 can include coordinates indicative of a location in the arm
coordinate frame, where such location is in the workspace
106. Thus, much of the below discussion can be extended to
the example where the interface component 116 receives the
input point from the robotic arm 104, where such input point
can be mapped to an estimated point in the sensor coordinated
frame.

The control system 108 can further include a sample selec-
tion component 118. The sample selection component 118
can identify sensor calibration points within proximity of the
input point from the data repository 110. Thus, the sample
selection component 118 can identify a subset (less than n) of
the sensor calibration points 112 from the data repository 110
as being within proximity of the input point. Moreover, the
sample selection component 118 can identify arm calibration
points that respectively correspond to the sensor calibration
points within proximity of the input point from the data
repository 110. Accordingly, the sample selection component
118 can identify a subset (less than n) of the arm calibration
points 114 from the data repository 110 that respectively
correspond to the sensor calibration points within proximity
of the input point.

Moreover, the control system 108 can include an interpo-
lation component 120 that computes an estimated point that
maps to the input point. The estimated point can include
coordinates indicative of the location in the arm coordinate
frame. Thus, the input point received by the interface com-
ponent 116 can include coordinates indicative of the location
in the sensor coordinate frame and the estimated point com-
puted by the interpolation component 120 can include coor-
dinates indicative of the location in the arm coordinate frame,
where the location is in the workspace 106. The estimated
point can be computed by the interpolation component 120
based upon the sensor calibration points within proximity of
the input point and the arm calibration points that respectively
correspond to the sensor calibration points within proximity
of the input point.

As noted above, the control system 108 can include the
calibration component 122 that performs the calibration of
the depth sensor 102 and the robotic arm 104. The calibration
component 122 can perform in-situ calibration or recalibra-
tion of the depth sensor 102 and the robotic arm 104 in the
workspace 106. The calibration component 122 can cause the
end effector of the robotic arm 104 to non-continuously
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traverse through the workspace 106 based on a pattern. The
end effector can be stopped at positions within the workspace
106 according to the pattern.

The calibration component 122, at each position from the
positions within the workspace 106 at which the end effector
is stopped, can collect a sensor calibration point for the posi-
tion of the end effector within the workspace 106 detected by
the depth sensor 102 and an arm calibration point for the
position of the end effector within the workspace 106
detected by the robotic arm 104. The sensor calibration point
for the position can include coordinates of the end effector at
the position within the workspace 106 in the sensor coordi-
nate frame. According to an example, the coordinates of the
end effector included as part of the sensor calibration point
can be coordinates of a centroid (e.g., of a given portion of the
end effector, of an object mechanically attached to the end
effector, etc.), where the centroid can be computed based on
image moments of a standard deviation image from the depth
sensor 102. Moreover, the arm calibration point for the posi-
tion can include coordinates of the end effector at the position
within the workspace 106 in the arm coordinate frame. Fur-
ther, the calibration component 122 can store the sensor cali-
bration point and the arm calibration point for the position in
the data repository 110 (e.g., as part of the sensor calibration
points 112 and the arm calibration points 114, respectively).

Turning to FIG. 2, illustrated is an example of the work-
space 106. The depth sensor 102 and the robotic arm 104
operate in the workspace 106. The robotic arm 104 can
include an end effector 202.

During calibration (e.g., recalibration) of the depth sensor
102 and the robotic arm 104, the end effector 202 can be
caused to non-continuously traverse through the workspace
106 based on a pattern, where the end effector 202 is stopped
at positions within the workspace 106 according to the pat-
tern. For example, the end effector 202 of the robotic arm 104
can be placed at regular intervals in the workspace 106. How-
ever, other patterns are intended to fall within the scope of the
hereto appended claims (e.g., interval size can be a function of
measured mapping error for a given volume in the workspace
106, differing preset intervals can be set in the pattern for a
given type of depth sensor, etc.). Further, the depth sensor 102
can detect coordinates of a position of the end effector 202
(e.g., a calibration target on the end effector 202) in the
workspace 106 in the sensor coordinate frame, while the
robotic arm 104 can detect coordinates of the position of the
end eftector 202 (e.g., the calibration target) in the workspace
106 in the arm coordinate frame. Thus, pairs of corresponding
points in the sensor coordinate frame and the arm coordinate
frame can be captured when the depth sensor 102 and the
robotic arm 104 are calibrated (e.g., recalibrated).

FIG. 3 shows an exemplary pattern used for calibration
(e.g., recalibration) that specifies positions within the work-
space 106. The end effector 202 of the robotic arm 104 can be
caused to traverse through the workspace 106 based upon the
pattern, stopping at positions 302-316 shown in FIG. 3. The
end effector 202 can follow substantially any path between
the positions 302-316 specified by the pattern when travers-
ing through the workspace 106.

As depicted, the robotic arm 104 can be caused to stop the
end effector 202 of the robotic arm 104 at eight positions
302-316 in the volume of the workspace 106; however, it is
contemplated that the claimed subject matter is not limited to
the depicted example, as the pattern shown is provided for
illustration purposes. For instance, the end effector 202 of the
robotic arm 104 can be stopped at substantially any number of
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positions within the volume of the workspace 106, the posi-
tions within the volume of the workspace 106 need not be
equally spaced, and so forth.

The number and placement of the positions 302-316 can be
predetermined (e.g., based upon a pre-determined placement
grid) or actively identified (e.g., based upon where a larger
mapping error is measured or expected). For instance, vol-
umes within the workspace 106 that have (or are expected to
have) lower mapping errors can be sparsely sampled, while
volumes within the workspace 106 that have (or are expected
to have) higher mapping errors can be more densely sampled.
The foregoing can reduce an amount of time for performing
calibration, while enhancing accuracy of a resulting transfor-
mation function.

The depth sensor 102 (represented by circle 318) and the
robotic arm 104 (represented by circle 320) can detect respec-
tive coordinates of the end effector 202 of the robotic arm 104
at each of the positions 302-316. For instance, when the end
effector 202 is stopped at the position 314, the depth sensor
102 can detect a sensor calibration point for the position 314
of the end effector 202 within the workspace 106 and the
robotic arm 104 can detect an arm calibration point for the
position 314 of the end effector 202 within the workspace
106. The sensor calibration point for the position 314 includes
first coordinates of the end effector 202 in the sensor coordi-
nate frame, and the arm calibration point for the position 314
includes second coordinates of the end effector 202 in the arm
coordinate frame.

Again, reference is made to FIG. 1. The calibration com-
ponent 122 can cause the end effector of the robotic arm 104
to be placed at the positions as specified by the pattern. At
each of the positions in the workspace 106, a pair of corre-
sponding points (e.g., a sensor calibration point and an arm
calibration point) in the sensor coordinate frame and the arm
coordinate frame can be collected, (p_, p,)=({X., Y., 2.}, {X,,
Ya Zo})- Let n be the number of point pairs collected and
P=p.;s.-..,P,)and P=(p,;, . ... D, be the sets of
coordinates collected in the sensor coordinate frame and the
arm coordinate frame respectively (e.g., P, can be the sensor
calibration points 112 and P, can be the arm calibration points
114).

To collect the calibration data (P_, P,), the depth sensor 102
can be placed in a fixed location with a relevant portion of the
workspace 106 (e.g., the portion in which the robotic arm 104
operates) in view. The depth sensor 102 can have an unob-
structed view of the workspace 106 within the range of the
depth sensor 102. It is to be appreciated that other restrictions
on the placement of the depth sensor 102 need not be
employed, though a marker on the end effector can be ori-
ented in a general direction of the depth sensor 102. The
robotic arm 104 can be equipped with a calibration marker
attached to the end effector that allows precise localization of
the end effector in 3D space of the depth sensor 102. More-
over, it is contemplated that substantially any technique can
be used by the depth sensor 102 to estimate coordinates of the
end effector in the sensor coordinate frame, as long as such
technique provides sufficiently precise results. An example of
such a technique employed by the depth sensor 102 to esti-
mate coordinates of the end effector in the sensor coordinate
frame which provides sub-millimeter precision is described
below; yet, is it contemplated that the claimed subject matter
is not so limited as other techniques can additionally or alter-
natively be utilized.

According to an example, a plurality of markers can be
attached to the end effector of the robotic arm 104. Following
this example, several calibration point pairs can be collected
at each position in the workspace 106. By way of illustration,
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a fork that is attachable to the end effector of the robotic arm
104 can include spatially separated teeth, and an end of each
tooth can include or be mechanically attached to a marker.
The plurality of markers can be oriented in a row, a rectangle,
or substantially any pattern so long as parameters of the
pattern are known. Use of a plurality of markers can reduce an
amount of time for sampling the volume of the workspace
106.

During calibration, the calibration component 122 can
cause the robotic arm 104 to move the end effector through
the workspace 106 in a regular pattern, stopping at each of the
positions specified by the pattern for a duration of time to
allow the depth sensor 102 to collect depth samples (e.g., the
sensor calibration points 112). At each point i, p_, can be
computed based on segmentation of the end effector tip in the
sensor coordinate frame, and p,,; can be computed based on a
forward kinematic model of the robotic arm 104.

According to an example, to construct (P_, P,), a desired
workspace (e.g., the workspace 106) of the robotic arm 104
can be contained within a convex hull of P,. In general, a
denser set of points can provide a more accurate transforma-
tion. However, given a fixed volume, an amount of time it
takes to traverse the sample points (e.g., the positions speci-
fied by the pattern) is inversely proportional to the cube of the
distance between points. According to an example, a larger
number of sample points can be collected (e.g., during cali-
bration or recalibration) in a volume of the workspace 106
that has a larger mapping error relative to a disparate volume
of'the workspace 106; yet, the claimed subject matter is not so
limited. Once calibration data has been captured by the cali-
bration component 122, the target can be removed from the
end effector (if utilized) and replaced with a task appropriate
tool.

The control system 108 can further include an initialization
component 124 that can initialize the depth sensor 102 and the
robotic arm 104 by employing global Procrustes analysis.
The initialization component 124 can match two shapes in
different coordinate frames, possibly with different scales,
utilizing Procrustes analysis. The initialization component
124 can utilize two sets of points X and Y as input for the
Procrustes analysis. Further, the initialization component 124
can determine a translation, scaling, and rotation operation
that, when applied to points in Y, minimize a sum of the
squared distances to the points in X.

The initialization component 124 enables mapping
between the sensor coordinate frame and the arm coordinate
frame by performing Procrustes analysis using the entire sets
P_and P,. Once the transformation is computed, the initial-
ization component 124 can estimate coordinates in the arm
coordinate space for any 3D point in the sensor coordinate
space, or vice versa. This technique can be simple to imple-
ment, and once the transformation is computed, it can be
applied to any point in P_. However, such approach may not
account for local distortions in the depth field.

The initialization component 124 can provide a rough
approximation of registration configuration for the depth sen-
sor 102 and the robotic arm 104. By way of example, when the
depth sensor 102 and the robotic arm 104 are initialized in the
workspace 106, the initialization component 124 can gener-
ate the rough approximation of the registration configuration.
Following this example, the calibration component 122 can
thereafter cause additional sampling of the workspace 106 as
described herein (e.g., the rough approximation of the regis-
tration configuration can be used during at least part of the
additional sampling of the workspace 106); yet, the claimed
subject matter is not so limited.
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The control system 108 can further include a monitor com-
ponent 126 that monitors conditions of the depth sensor 102,
the robotic arm 104, and the workspace 106. The calibration
component 122 can selectively initiate recalibration based
upon a condition as detected by the monitor component 126.
Examples of conditions that can be monitored by the monitor
component 126 include movement of the depth sensor 102 in
the workspace 106, movement of the robotic arm 104 in the
workspace 106, a temperature change in the workspace 106
exceeding a threshold temperature value, a mapping error
exceeding a threshold error value, a combination thereof, or
the like. For example, responsive to the monitor component
126 detecting the movement of the depth sensor 102 in the
workspace 106, the movement of the robotic arm 104 in the
workspace 106, the temperature change in the workspace that
exceeds the threshold temperature value, the mapping error
that exceeds the threshold error value, etc., the calibration
component 122 can recalibrate the depth sensor 102 and the
robotic arm 104. It is contemplated that the monitor compo-
nent 126 can monitor a subset of the above-noted conditions
and/or other conditions can be monitored by the monitor
component 126.

By way of illustration, a vision-guided manipulation sys-
tem (e.g., the depth sensor 102 and the robotic arm 104)
deployed in the workspace 106 may fall out of initial calibra-
tion due to a number of factors (e.g., intentional and uninten-
tional moving of equipment, temperature changes, etc.). The
monitor component 126 and the recalibration component 122
allow for recalibration to be performed on-demand and on-
site. Moreover, the monitor component 126 can verify the
calibration (e.g., periodically, prior to a task to be performed
by the depth sensor 102 and the robotic arm 104, etc.). Veri-
fication can be performed by placing a known object at a few
known locations in the workspace 106 with the robotic arm
104, and observing the known object with the depth sensor
102. If the monitor component 126 detects a mapping error
above the threshold error value, the monitor component 126
can cause the calibration component 122 to recalibrate (e.g.,
until the mapping error is below the threshold error value,
etc.).

Recalibration performed by the calibration component
122, for instance, can include causing the end effector to
non-continuously traverse through the workspace 106 based
upon a pattern, where the end effector is stopped at positions
within the workspace 106 according to the pattern. It is to be
appreciated that the pattern used for recalibration can be
substantially similar to or differ from a previously used pat-
tern (e.g., a pattern used for calibration, a pattern used for
prior recalibration, etc.). According to an example, a pattern
used for recalibration can allow for sampling a portion of the
workspace 106, whereas a previously used pattern allowed
for sampling across the workspace 106. By way of another
example, a pattern used for recalibration can allow for more
densely sampling a given volume of the workspace 106. Simi-
lar to above, at each position within the workspace 106 at
which the end effector is stopped, a sensor calibration point
for the position detected by the depth sensor 102 can be
collected and an arm calibration point for the position
detected by the robotic arm 104 can be collected.

It is contemplated that the calibration component 122 can
recalibrate the depth sensor 102 and the robotic arm 104
subsequent to computation of the estimated point that maps to
the input point. According to an illustration, the monitor
component 126 can receive a measured point from the robotic
arm 104. The measured point can include coordinates indica-
tive of the location in the arm coordinate frame detected by
the robotic arm 104 (e.g., the location specified by the coor-
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dinates of the input point and the coordinates of the estimated
point). The monitor component 126 can compute a mapping
error based at least in part upon the measured point and the
estimated point computed by the interpolation component
120. Further, the monitor component 126 can compare the
mapping error to a threshold error value. Responsive to the
mapping error being greater than the threshold error value,
the monitor component 126 can cause the calibration com-
ponent 122 to recalibrate the depth sensor 102 and the robotic
arm 104. For example, the calibration component 122 can
cause a volume of the workspace 106 that includes the loca-
tion to be resampled or more densely sampled responsive to
the mapping error exceeding the threshold error value. Addi-
tionally or alternatively, the calibration component 122 can
cause the entire workspace 106 to be resampled responsive to
the mapping error exceeding the threshold error value.

Pursuant to an example, a number of positions within a
given volume of the workspace 106 specified by the pattern
can be a function of a mapping error for the given volume.
Thus, a volume with a larger mapping error (e.g., larger
relative bias) can have more positions at which the pattern
causes the end effector to be stopped for collection of sensor
calibration points and corresponding arm calibration points
as compared to a volume with a lower mapping error (e.g.,
smaller relative bias); however, the claimed subject matter is
not so limited.

To map an input point w,, from the sensor coordinate frame
to an estimated point w', in the arm coordinate frame, the
sample selection component 118 can location a tetrahedron t
with vertices from P_ that includes w,_.. The vertices can fur-
ther be used, along with known correspondences in P, by the
interpolation component 120 to generate the estimated point
w',. As described in greater detail below, the interpolation
component 120 can generate the estimated point W', using
local Procrustes analysis or linear interpolation using bary-
centric coordinates of w,, in T.

Turning to FIG. 4, illustrated is another system 400 that
includes the control system 108 that controls the depth sensor
102 and the robotic arm 104 during calibration and registra-
tion. The control system 108 can include the interface com-
ponent 116, the sample selection component 118, the inter-
polation component 120, the calibration component 122, the
initialization component 124, the monitor component 126,
and the data repository 110 as described herein. Moreover, the
control system 108 can include a segmentation component
402 that forms tetrahedrons using a Delaunay triangulation
on the sensor calibration points 112 throughout the work-
space 106. Thus, the segmentation component 402 can find
the Delaunay triangulation 3 of P_to form tetrahedrons 404.
The tetrahedrons 404 can be retained in the data repository
110.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example of tetrahedrons 502-506 that
can be formed using Delaunay triangulation on sensor cali-
bration points 506-514 (e.g., the sensor calibration points
112) in the workspace 106. The tetrahedron 502 can include
the sensor calibration point 508, the sensor calibration point
510, the sensor calibration point 512, and the sensor calibra-
tion point 514 as vertices. The tetrahedron 504 can include the
sensor calibration point 506, the sensor calibration point 508,
the sensor calibration point 510, and the sensor calibration
point 512 as vertices.

As described in greater detail below, the sample selection
component 118 can identify sensor calibration points that are
within proximity of an input point 516 by identifying a par-
ticular tetrahedron that comprises the input point 516. Thus,
as depicted, the sample selection component 118 can identify
that the input point 516 is within the tetrahedron 502. Further,
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vertices of the tetrahedron 502 can be identified as being the
sensor calibration points within proximity of the input point
516.

Again, reference is made to FIG. 4. According to various
embodiments, the control system 108 can employ local Pro-
crustes analysis to compute estimated points that map to input
points received by the interface component 116. Local dis-
tortions in the depth field can be mitigated by performing
Procrustes analysis using data from a neighborhood around
the input points to be transformed in the sensor space.

As noted above, the segmentation component 402 can find
the Delaunay triangulation 3 of P_. Responsive to the inter-
face component 116 receiving the input point from the depth
sensor 102, the sample selection component 118 can identify
aparticular tetrahedron from the tetrahedrons 404 formed by
the segmentation component 402. The particular tetrahedron
identified by the sample selection component 118 includes
the input point. Accordingly, the sensor calibration points
within proximity of the input point identified by the sample
selection component 118 are vertices of the particular tetra-
hedron. Moreover, the sample selection component 118 can
identify arm calibration points that respectively correspond to
the vertices of the particular tetrahedron. The interpolation
component 120 can compute a transformation using Pro-
crustes analysis based upon the vertices of the particular
tetrahedron and the arm calibration points that respectively
correspond to the vertices of the particular tetrahedron. The
transformation can be computed by the interpolation compo-
nent 120 responsive to receipt of the input point, for example;
however, according to other examples, it is contemplated that
transformations can be computed prior to receipt of the input
point (e.g., responsive to creation of the tetrahedrons 404 by
the segmentation component 402, etc.). The interpolation
component 120 can further apply the transformation to the
input point to compute the estimated point. Thus, to derive the
estimate for a point w, in the arm coordinate frame, the
tetrahedronte 3 that includes w_ can be found by the sample
selection component 118, and the interpolation component
120 can perform the Procrustes analysis using the vertices of
T, {T}, T, Ts, T, }€P_, along with corresponding points in P,

The local Procrustes analysis can be performed by locating
a particular tetrahedron in 3 , and then performing the Pro-
crustes analysis utilizing vertices of such tetrahedron. The
local Procrustes analysis can better handle local distortions in
the depth field as compared to global Procrustes analysis.
Further, such approach can generally provide a more accurate
transformation from a sensor coordinate frame to the arm
coordinate frame as compared to the global Procrustes analy-
sis.

According to other embodiments, the control system 108
can employ a Delaunay barycentric technique to compute
estimated points that map to input points received by the
interface component 116. Again, as set forth above, the seg-
mentation component 402 can find the Delaunay triangula-
tion I of P_. Responsive to the interface component 116
receiving the input point from the depth sensor 102, the
sample selection component 118 can identify a particular
tetrahedron from the tetrahedrons 404 formed by the segmen-
tation component 402. The particular tetrahedron identified
by the sample selection component 118 includes the input
point. Further, the sensor calibration points within proximity
of the input point identified by the sample selection compo-
nent 118 are vertices of the particular tetrahedron. Moreover,
the sample selection component 118 can identify arm cali-
bration points that respectively correspond to the vertices of
the particular tetrahedron. The interpolation component 120
can compute barycentric coordinates of the input point with



US 9,211,643 Bl

13

respectto the vertices of the particular tetrahedron. Moreover,
the interpolation component 120 can interpolate the esti-
mated point based upon the barycentric coordinates and the
arm calibration points that respectively correspond to the
vertices of the particular tetrahedron.

Again, reference is made to FIG. 1. According to other
embodiments, a combined barycentric interpolation tech-
nique can be employed by the control system 108. In accor-
dance with such embodiments, responsive to the interface
component 116 receiving the input point from the depth sen-
sor 102, the sample selection component 118 can identify a
preset number of the sensor calibration points 112 that are
nearest to the input point. Further, the interpolation compo-
nent 120 can compute the estimated point that maps to the
input point by forming one or more tetrahedrons that include
the input point. The tetrahedrons can be created with vertices
being from the preset number of sensor calibration points
nearest to the input point. For each tetrahedron, the interpo-
lation component 120 can compute barycentric coordinates
of the input point with respect to vertices of the tetrahedron.
The interpolation component 120 can further interpolate a
value of the estimated point from the tetrahedron based upon
the barycentric coordinates and arm calibration points that
respectively correspond to the vertices of the tetrahedron.
Moreover, the interpolation component 120 can combine val-
ues of the estimated point from the one or more tetrahedrons
to compute the estimated point that maps to the input point.

FIG. 6 shows an example where a preset number of sensor
calibration points nearest to an input point are identified and
used to form tetrahedrons that include the input point. As
illustrated, six sensor calibration points 602-612 nearest to an
input point 614 are identified by the sample selection com-
ponent 118. The interpolation component 120 can form a
tetrahedron 616 and a tetrahedron 618. The tetrahedron 616
and the tetrahedron 618 can each include the input point 614.
For the tetrahedron 616, the interpolation component 120 can
compute barycentric coordinates of the input point 614 with
respect to the vertices of the tetrahedron 616 (e.g., the sensor
calibration point 604, the sensor calibration point 608, the
sensor calibration point 610, and the sensor calibration point
612). The interpolation component 120 can further interpo-
late a value of the estimated point from the tetrahedron 616
based upon the barycentric coordinates and arm calibration
points that respectively correspond to the vertices of tetrahe-
dron 616. The interpolation component 120 can similarly
compute a value of the estimated point from the tetrahedron
618 (and any disparate tetrahedrons formed from the k nearest
sensor calibration points 602-612 that includes the input point
614). Moreover, the interpolation component 120 can com-
bine values of the estimated point from the one or more
tetrahedrons (e.g., the tetrahedron 616, the tetrahedron 618,
any disparate tetrahedron, etc.) to compute the estimated
point that maps to the input point 614.

Reference is again madeto FIG. 1. Barycentric coordinates
can locate a point on an interior of a simplex (e.g., a triangle,
a tetrahedron, etc.) in relation to vertices of that simplex.
Homogeneous barycentric coordinates can be normalized so
that coordinates inside a simplex sum to 1, and can be used to
interpolate function values for points inside a simplex if val-
ues of the function are known at the vertices.

As employed herein, homogeneous barycentric coordi-
nates can be used to approximate arm coordinates throughout
a convex hull of the sampled volume. Specifically, given a
tetrahedron t={<,, T,, T5, T,} in the sensor coordinate frame,
barycentric coordinates of w, can be found with respect to
vertices T,, T,, T; and T, using the following formula:
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In the foregoing, D is defined as the determinant of the

following matrix:
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a-x ay a-z 1

b-x by bz 1
D(a, b,c,d)=

c-x ¢y ¢z 1

d-x d-y d-z 1

If all four barycentric coordinates are positive, then w,, is
included within T, and using the arm coordinate values w,
associated with the vertices of T, the interpolation component
120 can interpolate in the arm frame according to:

W X=B *0 X+B, T x+B F 3 x—B %
=R *p - . Hp Hr

W V=B T y+B Ty p+B Ty —B Ty
P % *2 *2 L P

w' z=B 0 248 1, 24 B *ry—B

In the foregoing, 7, is the coordinate in the arm coordinate
frame that corresponds to T, in the calibration data.

To compensate for possible noise in a training set P,,, mul-
tiple tetrahedrons can be used. Specifically, given a point w_,
in the sensor coordinate frame, Q2 can be constructed which is
a set of k nearest neighbors of w,_ in P_. This yields a set of
candidate vertices from P, paired with the corresponding
points in P :

={{pcrpar}{Pc2 Pz} - - - PeroPar}}

Moreover, 3 can be generated, which can include unique
tetrahedrons whose vertices are members of Q and include
w_. Let w', be the estimate of w_, in the arm coordinate frame
obtained by using the barycentric interpolation of the i
member of J . The final estimate of w_can be computed in the
arm coordinate frame as w',, using:

Lo
Woxs Y
i=1
Lo
War¥ = — ) Vet
mt:l
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A IR

In the above, m is the number of members in J . The forego-
ing can be referred to as combined barycentric interpolation.

Further, as described above in connection with the
Delaunay barycentric technique, barycentric interpolation
inside a single tetrahedron obtained using a Delaunay trian-
gulation of P, can also be utilized.

In general, barycentric interpolation techniques can enable
a computed transformation to be adjusted based on relative
proximity to neighboring points, whereas local Procrustes



US 9,211,643 Bl

15

techniques can yield a common transformation for any loca-
tion in a given tetrahedron in camera space. The barycentric
techniques can compute three dimensional positions; how-
ever, such techniques may not provide an estimate of rotations
between sensor and arm frames. Yet, it is contemplated that
barycentric interpolation and Procrustes analysis can be
implemented simultaneously by the control system 108.

Turning to FIG. 7, illustrated is another system 700 that
includes the control system 108 that controls the depth sensor
102 and the robotic arm 104 during calibration and registra-
tion. The control system 108 can further include an extrapo-
lation component 702 that can use the transformation gener-
ated by the initialization component 124 for a given input
point, where the initialization component 124 employed the
global Procrustes analysis to generate the transformation.
More particularly, the given input point can include coordi-
nates indicative of a location in the sensor coordinate frame
that is outside a convex hull of the sensor calibration points
112. Thus, the extrapolation component 702 can extrapolate a
first estimated point that maps to a first input point using the
transformation generated from the global Procrustes analysis
if the first input point is outside the convex hull of the sensor
calibration points 112, while the interpolation component
120 can interpolate a second estimated point that maps to a
second input point using one or more of the techniques
described herein if the second input point is within the convex
hull of the sensor calibration points 112.

More generally, below is an example of a technique that
can be employed by the depth sensor 102 to estimate coordi-
nates of the end effector of the robotic arm 104 in the sensor
coordinate frame. As described below, a centroid can be com-
puted based on image moments of a standard deviation image
from the depth sensor 102. Moreover, the coordinates of the
end effector can be coordinates of the centroid. It is to be
appreciated, however, that the claimed subject matter is not
limited to the exemplary technique, and other techniques can
additionally or alternatively be used by the depth sensor 102.
Moreover, it is to be appreciated that at least a portion of the
below technique described as being performed by the depth
sensor 102 can be performed by the calibration component
122 (or the control system 108 in general).

The depth sensor 102 can employ marker segmentation. To
automate the process of calibrating the depth sensor 102 with
the robotic arm 104, a marker can be mounted to a tool flange
of the robotic arm 104. The marker can allow precise and
accurate segmentation of the end effector tip. To ensure that a
Cartesian coordinate of the tip is precise, a number of frames
can be accumulated by the depth sensor 102 before doing
segmentation. Further, since depth readings at edges of
objects are usually noisy, image segmentation can be per-
formed and Euclidean coordinates of a centroid can be cal-
culated by the depth sensor 102 in a standard deviation image
as opposed to depth frame. The standard deviation image can
be a two-dimensional (2D) array of the same dimensions as
the depth image (e.g., 512x424 pixels, etc.):

StdDevImg(n,m)={So(,S02, - - - » S}

nm

with S,; being a standard deviation estimate of sensor depth
readings for a pixel (i,j) computed over N samples.

S )=

T .
mg‘o (i jk = Xi,j)

Once the standard deviation image is generated, the depth
sensor 102 can filter out depth values that lie outside of a work
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envelope of interest (e.g., 1.2 m, etc.). Further, the scene can
be cleared of objects that may be confused for the marker. The
depth sensor 102 can scan the image top down, left to right,
looking for a first stable pixel on the scene (e.g., based upon
a preset standard deviation threshold, 1.5-2 mm, etc.). Once
such pixel is found, the depth sensor 102 can begin scanning
its neighborhood, and if enough stable pixels are seen, it can
be assumed that the marker has been discovered. Thus, the
depth sensor 102 can compute the centroid using image
moments:

M M,

In the foregoing, M, is the first order image moment on
standard deviation frame:

Mij=)" Y ¥ ¥(T =50k, y)
Xy

As set forth above, T (e.g., between 2 mm and 5 mm, etc.) is
a cutoff threshold for standard deviation of individual pixels;
above the cutoff threshold, a pixel is not included in calculat-
ing the image moments. Negating values of standard devia-
tion can have the effect of assigning higher weights to pixels
with stable depth readings. Accordingly, X and Y coordinates
for the centroid of the marker can be computed.

To compute a Z coordinate (depth), the depth sensor 102
can average a region of pixels (e.g., 3x3 or 5x5) around X and
Y and record an average depth. Thus, an estimated 3D coor-
dinate for the tip of the end effector can be computed.

Co{ X Y Zyc

Moreover, since the marker dimensions can be known,
Cartesian coordinates of a common point in the arm coordi-
nate frame can be obtained based on its kinematic model:

Co{X Yo 2.}

Both sets of coordinates can be recorded as a linked pair in
the data repository 110. Repeating this process n times, two
sets of n matching 3D points can be collected and retained in
the data repository 110 (one from the depth sensor 102 and
one from the robotic arm 104).

Vi) ={{Cr1,Ca1 }{Ci2.Caz}s - - - {CwCan’}

Conventional approaches for calibrating optical sensors
(e.g., depth sensors) oftentimes include calibrating both
intrinsic parameters, such as scale and skew of image plane
axes as well as lens distortion, and extrinsic parameters, such
as a spatial transformation between frames. Traditional
approaches may be performed by decomposing estimation of
intrinsics and extrinsics, or the calibrations may be combined.
In contrast, the techniques set forth herein enable automatic
discovery of a translation function between a sensor coordi-
nate frame and an arm coordinate frame without separate
pre-calibration of the depth sensor.

FIGS. 8-9 illustrate exemplary methodologies relating to
controlling a depth sensor and a robotic arm that operate in the
workspace. While the methodologies are shown and
described as being a series of acts that are performed in a
sequence, it is to be understood and appreciated that the
methodologies are not limited by the order of the sequence.
For example, some acts can occur in a different order than
what is described herein. In addition, an act can occur con-
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currently with another act. Further, in some instances, not all
acts may be required to implement a methodology described
herein.

Moreover, the acts described herein may be computer-
executable instructions that can be implemented by one or
more processors and/or stored on a computer-readable
medium or media. The computer-executable instructions can
include a routine, a sub-routine, programs, a thread of execu-
tion, and/or the like. Still further, results of acts of the meth-
odologies can be stored in a computer-readable medium,
displayed on a display device, and/or the like.

FIG. 8 illustrates a methodology 800 of controlling a depth
sensor and a robotic arm that operate in the workspace. The
robotic arm can include an end effector. At 802, an input point
can be received from the depth sensor. The input point
includes coordinates indicative of a location in a sensor coor-
dinate frame, where the location is in the workspace. At 804,
sensor calibration points within proximity of the input point
can be identified. A sensor calibration point includes first
coordinates of the end effector in the sensor coordinate frame,
the first coordinates being previously collected during cali-
bration (e.g., recalibration) with the end effector at a given
position within the workspace. At 806, arm calibration points
that respectively correspond to the sensor calibration points
can be identified. An arm calibration point that corresponds to
the sensor calibration point includes second coordinates of
the end effector in an arm coordinate frame. Further, the
second coordinates are previously collected during the cali-
bration (e.g., recalibration) with the end effector at the given
position within the workspace. At 808, a processor can be
employed to compute an estimated point that maps to the
input point. The estimated point can include coordinates
indicative of the location in the arm coordinate frame. The
estimated point can be computed based upon the sensor cali-
bration points (e.g., the sensor calibration points within prox-
imity of the input point) and the arm calibration points (e.g.,
the arm calibration points that respectively correspond to the
sensor calibration points within proximity of the input point).

With reference to FIG. 9, illustrated is another methodol-
ogy 900 of controlling the depth sensor and the robotic arm
that operate in the workspace. Again, the robotic arm can
include an end effector. At 902, an input point can be received
from the robotic arm. The input point can include coordinates
indicative of the location in an arm coordinate frame, where
the location is in the workspace. At 904, arm calibration
points within proximity of the input point can be identified.
An arm calibration point can include first coordinates of the
end effector in the arm coordinate frame. The first coordinates
are previously collected during calibration (e.g., recalibra-
tion) with the end effector at a given position within the
workspace. At 906, sensor calibration points that respectively
correspond to the arm calibration points can be identified. A
sensor calibration point that corresponds to the arm calibra-
tion point can include second coordinates of the end effector
in a sensor coordinate frame, the second coordinates being
previously collected during the calibration (e.g., recalibra-
tion) with the end effector at the given position within the
workspace. At 908, a processor can be employed to compute
an estimated point that maps to the input point. The estimated
point can include coordinates indicative of the location in the
sensor coordinate frame. The estimated point can be com-
puted based upon the arm calibration points (e.g., the arm
calibration points within proximity of the input point) and the
sensor calibration points (e.g., the sensor calibration points
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that respectively corresponding to the arm calibration points
within proximity of the input point).
Various examples are now set forth.

EXAMPLE 1

A method of controlling a depth sensor and a robotic arm
that operate in a workspace, the robotic arm comprises an end
effector, the method comprising: receiving an input point
from the depth sensor, the input point comprises coordinates
indicative of a location in a sensor coordinate frame, the
location being in the workspace; identifying sensor calibra-
tion points within proximity of the input point, a sensor cali-
bration point comprises first coordinates of the end effector in
the sensor coordinate frame, the first coordinates previously
collected during calibration with the end effector at a given
position within the workspace; identifying arm calibration
points that respectively correspond to the sensor calibration
points, an arm calibration point that corresponds to the sensor
calibration point comprises second coordinates of the end
effector in an arm coordinate frame, the second coordinates
previously collected during the calibration with the end effec-
tor at the given position within the workspace; and employing
a processor to compute an estimated point that maps to the
input point, the estimated point comprises coordinates indica-
tive of the location in the arm coordinate frame, the estimated
point computed based upon: the sensor calibration points; and
the arm calibration points.

EXAMPLE 2

The method according to Example 1, further comprising
performing the calibration, performance of the calibration
comprises: causing the end effector to non-continuously
traverse through the workspace based on a pattern, wherein
the end effector is stopped at positions within the workspace
according to the pattern; and at each position from the posi-
tions within the workspace at which the end effector is
stopped: collecting a sensor calibration point for the position
of'the end effector within the workspace detected by the depth
sensor, the sensor calibration point for the position comprises
coordinates of the end effector at the position within the
workspace in the sensor coordinate frame; and collecting an
arm calibration point for the position of the end effector
within the workspace detected by the robotic arm, the arm
calibration point for the position comprises coordinates of the
end effector at the position within the workspace in the arm
coordinate frame.

EXAMPLE 3

The method according to Example 2, further comprising
computing a centroid based on image moments of a standard
deviation image from the depth sensor, the coordinates of the
sensor calibration point being coordinates of the centroid.

EXAMPLE 4

The method according to any of Examples 1-3, further
comprising recalibrating the depth sensor and the robotic arm
subsequent to computing the estimated point that maps to the
input point, recalibration further comprises: causing the end
effector to non-continuously traverse through the workspace
based on a pattern, wherein the end effector is stopped at
positions within the workspace according to the pattern; and
at each position from the positions within the workspace at
which the end effector is stopped: collecting a sensor calibra-
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tion point for the position of the end effector within the
workspace detected by the depth sensor, the sensor calibra-
tion point for the position comprises coordinates of the end
effector at the position within the workspace in the sensor
coordinate frame; and collecting an arm calibration point for
the position of the end effector within the workspace detected
by the robotic arm, the arm calibration point for the position
comprises coordinates of the end effector at the position
within the workspace in the arm coordinate frame.

EXAMPLE 5

The method according to Example 4, further comprising:
receiving a measured point from the robotic arm, the mea-
sured point comprises coordinates indicative of the location
in the arm coordinate frame detected by the robotic arm;
computing a mapping error based at least in part upon the
measured point and the estimated point; comparing the map-
ping error to a threshold error value; and responsive to the
mapping error being greater than the threshold error value,
recalibrating the depth sensor and the robotic arm.

EXAMPLE 6

The method according to Example 4, wherein a number of
positions within a given volume of the workspace specified by
the pattern is a function of a mapping error for the given
volume.

EXAMPLE 7

The method according to any of Examples 1-6, further
comprising: creating tetrahedrons using a Delaunay triangu-
lation on sensor calibration points collected throughout the
workspace, the sensor calibration points collected throughout
the workspace comprise: the sensor calibration points within
proximity of the input point; and at least one disparate sensor
calibration point outside proximity of the input point.

EXAMPLE 8

The method according to any of Examples 1-7, wherein
identifying the sensor calibration points within proximity of
the input point further comprises: identifying a particular
tetrahedron from the tetrahedrons, the particular tetrahedron
comprises the input point, the sensor calibration points within
proximity of the input point being vertices of the particular
tetrahedron.

EXAMPLE 9

The method according to any of Examples 1-8, wherein
computing the estimated point that maps to the input point
further comprises: computing a transformation using Pro-
crustes analysis based upon: the vertices of the particular
tetrahedron; and the arm calibration points, wherein the arm
calibration points respectively correspond to the vertices of
the particular tetrahedron; and applying the transformation to
the input point to compute the estimated point.

EXAMPLE 10

The method according to any of Examples 1-8, wherein
computing the estimated point that maps to the input point
further comprises: computing barycentric coordinates of the
input point with respect to the vertices of the particular tetra-
hedron; and interpolating the estimated point based upon the
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barycentric coordinates and the arm calibration points,
wherein the arm calibration points respectively correspond to
the vertices of the particular tetrahedron.

EXAMPLE 11

The method according to any of Examples 1-10, wherein:
identifying the sensor calibration points within proximity of
the input point further comprises: identifying a preset number
of sensor calibration points nearest to the input point; and
computing the estimated point that maps to the input point
further comprises: creating one or more tetrahedrons that
comprise the input point, the tetrahedrons created with verti-
ces being from the preset number of sensor calibration points
nearest to the input point; for each tetrahedron of the one or
more tetrahedrons: computing barycentric coordinates of the
input point with respect to vertices of the tetrahedron; and
interpolating a value of the estimated point from the tetrahe-
dron based upon the barycentric coordinates and arm calibra-
tion points that respectively correspond to the vertices of the
tetrahedron; and combining values of the estimated point
from the one or more tetrahedrons to compute the estimated
point that maps to the input point.

EXAMPLE 12

The method according to any of Examples 1-11, further
comprising: receiving a disparate input point from the robotic
arm, the disparate input point comprises coordinates indica-
tive of a disparate location in the arm coordinate frame, the
disparate location being in the workspace; identifying dispar-
ate arm calibration points within proximity of the disparate
input point; identifying disparate sensor calibration points
that respectively correspond to the disparate arm calibration
points; and employing the processor to compute a disparate
estimate point that maps to the disparate input point, the
disparate estimated point comprises coordinates indicative of
the disparate location in the sensor coordinate frame, the
disparate estimate point computed based upon: the disparate
arm calibration points; and the disparate sensor calibration
points.

EXAMPLE 13

A system that controls a depth sensor and a robotic arm that
operate in a workspace, the robotic arm comprises an end
effector, the system comprises: a data repository, the data
repository retains: sensor calibration points throughout the
workspace, a sensor calibration point comprises first coordi-
nates of the end effector in a sensor coordinate frame, the first
coordinates previously collected during calibration with the
end effector at a given position within the workspace; and arm
calibration points throughout the workspace, the arm calibra-
tion points respectively correspond to the sensor calibration
points, an arm calibration point that corresponds to the sensor
calibration point comprises second coordinates of the end
effector in an arm coordinate frame, the second coordinates
previously collected during the calibration with the end effec-
tor at the given position within the workspace; an interface
component that receives an input point from the depth sensor,
the input point comprises coordinates indicative of a location
in the sensor coordinate frame, the location being in the
workspace; a sample selection component that: identifies sen-
sor calibration points within proximity of the input point from
the data repository; and identifies arm calibration points that
respectively correspond to the sensor calibration points
within proximity of the input point from the data repository;
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and an interpolation component that computes an estimated
point that maps to the input point, the estimated point com-
prises coordinates indicative of the location in the arm coor-
dinate frame, the estimated point computed based upon: the
sensor calibration points within proximity of the input point;
and the arm calibration points that respectively correspond to
the sensor calibration points within proximity of the input
point.

EXAMPLE 14

The system according to Example 13, further comprising a
calibration component that performs the calibration, the cali-
bration component: causes the end effector to non-continu-
ously traverse through the workspace based on a pattern,
wherein the end effector is stopped at positions within the
workspace according to the pattern; and at each position from
the positions within the workspace at which the end effector
is stopped: collects a sensor calibration point for the position
of'the end effector within the workspace detected by the depth
sensor, the sensor calibration point for the position comprises
coordinates of the end effector at the position within the
workspace in the sensor coordinate frame; stores the sensor
calibration point for the position in the data repository; col-
lects an arm calibration point for the position of the end
effector within the workspace detected by the robotic arm, the
arm calibration point for the position comprises coordinates
of'the end effector at the position within the workspace in the
arm coordinate frame; and stores the arm calibration point for
the position in the data repository.

EXAMPLE 15

The system according to Example 14, further comprising a
monitor component that monitors conditions of the depth
sensor, the robotic arm, and the workspace, wherein the cali-
bration component selectively initiates recalibration based
upon the conditions.

EXAMPLE 16

The system according to any of Examples 13-15, further
comprising a segmentation component that forms tetrahe-
drons using a Delaunay triangulation on the sensor calibra-
tion points throughout the workspace.

EXAMPLE 17

The system according to Example 16, wherein: the sample
selection component: identifies a particular tetrahedron from
the tetrahedrons formed by the segmentation component, the
particular tetrahedron comprises the input point, the sensor
calibration points within proximity of the input point being
vertices of the particular tetrahedron; and identifies arm cali-
bration points that respectively correspond to the vertices of
the particular tetrahedron; and the interpolation component:
computes a transformation using Procrustes analysis based
upon: the vertices of the particular tetrahedron; and the arm
calibration points that respectively corresponding to the ver-
tices of the particular tetrahedron; and applies the transfor-
mation to the input point to compute the estimated point.

EXAMPLE 18

The system according to Example 16, wherein: the sample
selection component: identifies a particular tetrahedron from
the tetrahedrons formed by the segmentation component, the
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particular tetrahedron comprises the input point, the sensor
calibration points within proximity of the input point being
vertices of the particular tetrahedron; and identifies arm cali-
bration points that respectively correspond to the vertices of
the particular tetrahedron; and the interpolation component:
computes barycentric coordinates of the input point with
respect to the vertices of the particular tetrahedron; and inter-
polates the estimated point based upon the barycentric coor-
dinates and the arm calibration points that respectively cor-
respond to the vertices of the particular tetrahedron.

EXAMPLE 19

The system according to any of Examples 13-18, wherein:
the sample selection component identifies a preset number of
sensor calibration points nearest to the input point; and the
interpolation component: forms one or more tetrahedrons that
comprise the input point, the tetrahedrons created with verti-
ces being from the preset number of sensor calibration points
nearest to the input point; for each tetrahedron of the one or
more tetrahedrons: computes barycentric coordinates of the
input point with respect to vertices of the tetrahedron; and
interpolates a value of the estimated point from the tetrahe-
dron based upon the barycentric coordinates and arm calibra-
tion points that respectively correspond to the vertices of the
tetrahedron; and combines values of the estimated point from
the one or more tetrahedrons to compute the estimated point
that maps to the input point.

EXAMPLE 20

A method of controlling a depth sensor and a robotic arm
that operate in a workspace, the robotic arm comprises an end
effector, the method comprising: receiving an input point
from the robotic arm, the input point comprises coordinates
indicative of a location in an arm coordinate frame, the loca-
tion being in the workspace; identifying arm calibration
points within proximity of the input point, an arm calibration
point comprises first coordinates of the end effector in the arm
coordinate frame, the first coordinates previously collected
during calibration with the end effector at a given position
within the workspace; identifying sensor calibration points
that respectively correspond to the arm calibration points, a
sensor calibration point that corresponds to the arm calibra-
tion point comprises second coordinates of the end effector in
a sensor coordinate frame, the second coordinates previously
collected during the calibration with the end effector at the
given position within the workspace; and employing a pro-
cessor to compute an estimated point that maps to the input
point, the estimated point comprises coordinates indicative of
the location in the sensor coordinate frame, the estimated
point computed based upon: the arm calibration points; and
the sensor calibration points.

EXAMPLE 21

A system of controlling a depth sensor and a robotic arm
that operate in a workspace, the robotic arm comprises an end
effector, the system comprising: means for receiving an input
point from the depth sensor, the input point comprises coor-
dinates indicative of a location in a sensor coordinate frame,
the location being in the workspace; means for identifying
sensor calibration points within proximity of the input point,
a sensor calibration point comprises first coordinates of the
end effector in the sensor coordinate frame, the first coordi-
nates previously collected during calibration with the end
effector at a given position within the workspace; means for
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identifying arm calibration points that respectively corre-
spond to the sensor calibration points, an arm calibration
point that corresponds to the sensor calibration point com-
prises second coordinates of the end effector in an arm coor-
dinate frame, the second coordinates previously collected
during the calibration with the end effector at the given posi-
tion within the workspace; and means for computing an esti-
mated point that maps to the input point, the estimated point
comprises coordinates indicative of the location in the arm
coordinate frame, the estimated point computed based upon:
the sensor calibration points; and the arm calibration points.

Referring now to FIG. 10, a high-level illustration of an
exemplary computing device 1000 that can be used in accor-
dance with the systems and methodologies disclosed herein is
illustrated. For instance, the computing device 1000 may be
used in a system that controls calibration and/or registration
of'a depth sensor and a robotic arm operating in a workspace.
The computing device 1000 includes at least one processor
1002 that executes instructions that are stored in a memory
1004. The instructions may be, for instance, instructions for
implementing functionality described as being carried out by
one or more components discussed above or instructions for
implementing one or more of the methods described above.
The processor 1002 may access the memory 1004 by way of
a system bus 1006. In addition to storing executable instruc-
tions, the memory 1004 may also store sensor calibration
points, arm calibration points, transformation functions, tet-
rahedrons, and so forth.

The computing device 1000 additionally includes a data
store 1008 that is accessible by the processor 1002 by way of
the system bus 1006. The data store 1008 may include execut-
able instructions, sensor calibration points, arm calibration
points, transformation functions, tetrahedrons, etc. The com-
puting device 1000 also includes an input interface 1010 that
allows external devices to communicate with the computing
device 1000. For instance, the input interface 1010 may be
used to receive instructions from an external computer
device, from a user, etc. The computing device 1000 also
includes an output interface 1012 that interfaces the comput-
ing device 1000 with one or more external devices. For
example, the computing device 1000 may display text,
images, etc. by way of the output interface 1012.

It is contemplated that the external devices that communi-
cate with the computing device 1000 via the input interface
1010 and the output interface 1012 can be included in an
environment that provides substantially any type of user inter-
face with which a user can interact. Examples of user inter-
face types include graphical user interfaces, natural user
interfaces, and so forth. For instance, a graphical user inter-
face may accept input from a user employing input device(s)
such as a keyboard, mouse, remote control, or the like and
provide output on an output device such as a display. Further,
a natural user interface may enable a user to interact with the
computing device 1000 in a manner free from constraints
imposed by input device such as keyboards, mice, remote
controls, and the like. Rather, a natural user interface can rely
on speech recognition, touch and stylus recognition, gesture
recognition both on screen and adjacent to the screen, air
gestures, head and eye tracking, voice and speech, vision,
touch, gestures, machine intelligence, and so forth.

Additionally, while illustrated as a single system, it is to be
understood that the computing device 1000 may be a distrib-
uted system. Thus, for instance, several devices may be in
communication by way of a network connection and may
collectively perform tasks described as being performed by
the computing device 1000.
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As used herein, the terms “component” and “system” are
intended to encompass computer-readable data storage that is
configured with computer-executable instructions that cause
certain functionality to be performed when executed by a
processor. The computer-executable instructions may include
aroutine, a function, or the like. It is also to be understood that
acomponent or system may be localized on a single device or
distributed across several devices.

Further, as used herein, the term “exemplary” is intended to
mean “serving as an illustration or example of something.”

Various functions described herein can be implemented in
hardware, software, or any combination thereof. If imple-
mented in software, the functions can be stored on or trans-
mitted over as one or more instructions or code on a com-
puter-readable medium. Computer-readable media includes
computer-readable storage media. A computer-readable stor-
age media can be any available storage media that can be
accessed by a computer. By way of example, and not limita-
tion, such computer-readable storage media can comprise
RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-ROM or other optical disk stor-
age, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices,
or any other medium that can be used to carry or store desired
program code in the form of instructions or data structures
and that can be accessed by a computer. Disk and disc, as used
herein, include compact disc (CD), laser disc, optical disc,
digital versatile disc (DVD), floppy disk, and blu-ray disc
(BD), where disks usually reproduce data magnetically and
discs usually reproduce data optically with lasers. Further, a
propagated signal is not included within the scope of com-
puter-readable storage media. Computer-readable media also
includes communication media including any medium that
facilitates transfer of a computer program from one place to
another. A connection, for instance, can be a communication
medium. For example, if the software is transmitted from a
website, server, or other remote source using a coaxial cable,
fiber optic cable, twisted pair, digital subscriber line (DSL), or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and microwave,
then the coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, twisted pair, DSL, or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio and microwave
are included in the definition of communication medium.
Combinations of the above should also be included within the
scope of computer-readable media.

Alternatively, or in addition, the functionality described
herein can be performed, at least in part, by one or more
hardware logic components. For example, and without limi-
tation, illustrative types of hardware logic components that
can be used include Field-programmable Gate Arrays (FP-
GAs), Program-specific Integrated Circuits (ASICs), Pro-
gram-specific Standard Products (ASSPs), System-on-a-chip
systems (SOCs), Complex Programmable Logic Devices
(CPLDs), etc.

What has been described above includes examples of one
ormore embodiments. It is, of course, not possible to describe
every conceivable modification and alteration of the above
devices or methodologies for purposes of describing the
aforementioned aspects, but one of ordinary skill in the art can
recognize that many further modifications and permutations
of various aspects are possible. Accordingly, the described
aspects are intended to embrace all such alterations, modifi-
cations, and variations that fall within the spirit and scope of
the appended claims. Furthermore, to the extent that the term
“includes” is used in either the details description or the
claims, such term is intended to be inclusive in a manner
similar to the term “comprising” as “comprising” is inter-
preted when employed as a transitional word in a claim.
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What is claimed is:

1. A method of controlling a depth sensor and a robotic arm
that operate in a workspace, the robotic arm comprises an end
effector, the method comprising:

receiving an input point from the depth sensor, the input

point comprises coordinates indicative of a location in a
sensor coordinate frame, the location being in the work-
space;

identifying sensor calibration points within proximity of

the input point, a sensor calibration point comprises first
coordinates of the end effector in the sensor coordinate
frame, the first coordinates previously collected during
calibration with the end effector at a given position
within the workspace;

identifying arm calibration points that respectively corre-

spond to the sensor calibration points, an arm calibration
point that corresponds to the sensor calibration point
comprises second coordinates of the end effector in an
arm coordinate frame, the second coordinates previ-
ously collected during the calibration with the end effec-
tor at the given position within the workspace; and
employing a processor to compute an estimated point that
maps to the input point, the estimated point comprises
coordinates indicative of the location in the arm coordi-
nate frame, the estimated point computed based upon:
the sensor calibration points; and
the arm calibration points.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising performing
the calibration, performance of the calibration comprises:

causing the end effector to non-continuously traverse

through the workspace based on a pattern, wherein the
end effector is stopped at positions within the workspace
according to the pattern; and

at each position from the positions within the workspace at

which the end effector is stopped:

collecting a sensor calibration point for the position of
the end effector within the workspace detected by the
depth sensor, the sensor calibration point for the posi-
tion comprises coordinates of the end effector at the
position within the workspace in the sensor coordi-
nate frame; and

collecting an arm calibration point for the position of the
end effector within the workspace detected by the
robotic arm, the arm calibration point for the position
comprises coordinates of the end effector at the posi-
tion within the workspace in the arm coordinate
frame.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising computing a
centroid based on image moments of a standard deviation
image from the depth sensor, the coordinates of the sensor
calibration point being coordinates of the centroid.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising recalibrating
the depth sensor and the robotic arm subsequent to computing
the estimated point that maps to the input point, recalibration
further comprises:

causing the end effector to non-continuously traverse

through the workspace based on a pattern, wherein the
end effector is stopped at positions within the workspace
according to the pattern; and

at each position from the positions within the workspace at

which the end effector is stopped:

collecting a sensor calibration point for the position of
the end effector within the workspace detected by the
depth sensor, the sensor calibration point for the posi-
tion comprises coordinates of the end effector at the
position within the workspace in the sensor coordi-
nate frame; and
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collecting an arm calibration point for the position of the

end effector within the workspace detected by the

robotic arm, the arm calibration point for the position

comprises coordinates of the end effector at the posi-

5 tion within the workspace in the arm coordinate
frame.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

receiving a measured point from the robotic arm, the mea-

sured point comprises coordinates indicative of the loca-
tion in the arm coordinate frame detected by the robotic
arm;

computing a mapping error based at least in part upon the

measured point and the estimated point;

comparing the mapping error to a threshold error value;

and

responsive to the mapping error being greater than the

threshold error value, recalibrating the depth sensor and
the robotic arm.

6. The method of claim 4, wherein a number of positions
within a given volume of the workspace specified by the
pattern is a function of a mapping error for the given volume.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

creating tetrahedrons using a Delaunay triangulation on

sensor calibration points collected throughout the work-

space, the sensor calibration points collected throughout

the workspace comprise:

the sensor calibration points within proximity of the
input point; and

at least one disparate sensor calibration point outside
proximity of the input point.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein identifying the sensor
calibration points within proximity of the input point further
comprises:

identifying a particular tetrahedron from the tetrahedrons,

the particular tetrahedron comprises the input point, the
sensor calibration points within proximity of the input
point being vertices of the particular tetrahedron.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein computing the estimated
40 point that maps to the input point further comprises:
computing a transformation using Procrustes analysis

based upon:

the vertices of the particular tetrahedron; and

the arm calibration points, wherein the arm calibration

points respectively correspond to the vertices of the
particular tetrahedron; and
applying the transformation to the input point to compute
the estimated point.
10. The method of claim 8, wherein computing the esti-
50 mated point that maps to the input point further comprises:
computing barycentric coordinates of the input point with
respect to the vertices of the particular tetrahedron; and
interpolating the estimated point based upon the barycen-
tric coordinates and the arm calibration points, wherein
the arm calibration points respectively correspond to the
vertices of the particular tetrahedron.
11. The method of claim 1, wherein:
identifying the sensor calibration points within proximity
of the input point further comprises:
identifying a preset number of sensor calibration points
nearest to the input point; and
computing the estimated point that maps to the input point
further comprises:

creating one or more tetrahedrons that comprise the

input point, the tetrahedrons created with vertices
being from the preset number of sensor calibration
points nearest to the input point;
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for each tetrahedron of the one or more tetrahedrons:
computing barycentric coordinates of the input point
with respect to vertices of the tetrahedron; and
interpolating a value of the estimated point from the
tetrahedron based upon the barycentric coordinates
and arm calibration points that respectively corre-
spond to the vertices of the tetrahedron; and
combining values of the estimated point from the one or
more tetrahedrons to compute the estimated point that
maps to the input point.
12. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
receiving a disparate input point from the robotic arm, the
disparate input point comprises coordinates indicative
of a disparate location in the arm coordinate frame, the
disparate location being in the workspace;
identifying disparate arm calibration points within prox-
imity of the disparate input point;
identifying disparate sensor calibration points that respec-
tively correspond to the disparate arm calibration points;
and
employing the processor to compute a disparate estimate
point that maps to the disparate input point, the disparate
estimated point comprises coordinates indicative of the
disparate location in the sensor coordinate frame, the
disparate estimate point computed based upon:
the disparate arm calibration points; and
the disparate sensor calibration points.
13. A system that controls a depth sensor and a robotic arm

that operate in a workspace, the robotic arm comprises an end
effector, the system comprises:

a data repository, the data repository retains:
sensor calibration points throughout the workspace, a
sensor calibration point comprises first coordinates of
the end effector in a sensor coordinate frame, the first
coordinates previously collected during calibration
with the end effector at a given position within the
workspace; and
arm calibration points throughout the workspace, the
arm calibration points respectively correspond to the
sensor calibration points, an arm calibration point that
corresponds to the sensor calibration point comprises
second coordinates of the end effector in an arm coor-
dinate frame, the second coordinates previously col-
lected during the calibration with the end effector at
the given position within the workspace;
an interface component that receives an input point from
the depth sensor, the input point comprises coordinates
indicative of a location in the sensor coordinate frame,
the location being in the workspace;
a sample selection component that:
identifies sensor calibration points within proximity of
the input point from the data repository; and
identifies arm calibration points that respectively corre-
spond to the sensor calibration points within proxim-
ity of the input point from the data repository; and
an interpolation component that computes an estimated
point that maps to the input point, the estimated point
comprises coordinates indicative of the location in the
arm coordinate frame, the estimated point computed
based upon:
the sensor calibration points within proximity of the
input point; and
the arm calibration points that respectively correspond
to the sensor calibration points within proximity of
the input point.
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14. The system of claim 13, further comprising a calibra-
tion component that performs the calibration, the calibration
component:

causes the end effector to non-continuously traverse

through the workspace based on a pattern, wherein the
end effector is stopped at positions within the workspace
according to the pattern; and

at each position from the positions within the workspace at

which the end effector is stopped:

collects a sensor calibration point for the position of the
end effector within the workspace detected by the
depth sensor, the sensor calibration point for the posi-
tion comprises coordinates of the end effector at the
position within the workspace in the sensor coordi-
nate frame;

stores the sensor calibration point for the position in the
data repository;

collects an arm calibration point for the position of the
end effector within the workspace detected by the
robotic arm, the arm calibration point for the position
comprises coordinates of the end effector at the posi-
tion within the workspace in the arm coordinate
frame; and

stores the arm calibration point for the position in the
data repository.

15. The system of claim 14, further comprising a monitor
component that monitors conditions of the depth sensor, the
robotic arm, and the workspace, wherein the calibration com-
ponent selectively initiates recalibration based upon the con-
ditions.

16. The system of claim 13, further comprising a segmen-
tation component that forms tetrahedrons using a Delaunay
triangulation on the sensor calibration points throughout the
workspace.

17. The system of claim 16, wherein:

the sample selection component:

identifies a particular tetrahedron from the tetrahedrons
formed by the segmentation component, the particu-
lar tetrahedron comprises the input point, the sensor
calibration points within proximity of the input point
being vertices of the particular tetrahedron; and
identifies arm calibration points that respectively corre-
spond to the vertices of the particular tetrahedron; and
the interpolation component:
computes a transformation using Procrustes analysis
based upon:
the vertices of the particular tetrahedron; and
the arm calibration points that respectively corre-
sponding to the vertices of the particular tetrahe-
dron; and
applies the transformation to the input point to compute
the estimated point.

18. The system of claim 16, wherein:

the sample selection component:

identifies a particular tetrahedron from the tetrahedrons
formed by the segmentation component, the particu-
lar tetrahedron comprises the input point, the sensor
calibration points within proximity of the input point
being vertices of the particular tetrahedron; and

identifies arm calibration points that respectively corre-
spond to the vertices of the particular tetrahedron; and

the interpolation component:

computes barycentric coordinates of the input point with
respect to the vertices of the particular tetrahedron;
and
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interpolates the estimated point based upon the barycen-
tric coordinates and the arm calibration points that
respectively correspond to the vertices of the particu-
lar tetrahedron.
19. The system of claim 13, wherein:
the sample selection component identifies a preset number
of sensor calibration points nearest to the input point;
and
the interpolation component:
forms one or more tetrahedrons that comprise the input
point, the tetrahedrons created with vertices being
from the preset number of sensor calibration points
nearest to the input point;
for each tetrahedron of the one or more tetrahedrons:
computes barycentric coordinates of the input point
with respect to vertices of the tetrahedron; and
interpolates a value of the estimated point from the
tetrahedron based upon the barycentric coordinates
and arm calibration points that respectively corre-
spond to the vertices of the tetrahedron; and
combines values of the estimated point from the one or
more tetrahedrons to compute the estimated point that
maps to the input point.
20. A method of controlling a depth sensor and a robotic
arm that operate in a workspace, the robotic arm comprises an
end effector, the method comprising:
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receiving an input point from the robotic arm, the input
point comprises coordinates indicative of a location in
an arm coordinate frame, the location being in the work-
space;

identifying arm calibration points within proximity of the
input point, an arm calibration point comprises first
coordinates of the end effector in the arm coordinate
frame, the first coordinates previously collected during
calibration with the end effector at a given position
within the workspace;

identifying sensor calibration points that respectively cor-
respond to the arm calibration points, a sensor calibra-
tion point that corresponds to the arm calibration point
comprises second coordinates of the end effector in a
sensor coordinate frame, the second coordinates previ-
ously collected during the calibration with the end effec-
tor at the given position within the workspace; and

employing a processor to compute an estimated point that
maps to the input point, the estimated point comprises
coordinates indicative of the location in the sensor coor-
dinate frame, the estimated point computed based upon:
the arm calibration points; and
the sensor calibration points.
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